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Dr. Erkan Esmer’s book ‘The Ottoman Empire: a Study of 
Postal Rates, Routes, Delivery Times and Effects of Historical 
Events’ published in 1996 covers all points of his interest in 
Ottoman postal history and history in general. Dr. Esmer’s 
book includes rate schedules for all the periods from 1840 
until 1921. 

One section of his book praises the Turkish Postman who 
had to deal with not only Western and Eastern European 
languages but also Greek, Armenian, Ladino, Arabic, as well as 
the various Slavic languages of the empire. Another part of 
the publication deals with Talismanship on Ottoman covers. 
Through years of hard work, he even proved that the time of 
delivery of mail in the Ottoman Empire was as fast as in the 
Western part of the world, despite the bad reputation it had.

Dr. Esmer was a collector who proudly shared his knowledge 
with other collectors and never ceased to motivate fellow 
collectors to spread their knowledge by publishing it.

We are proud to present this second part of the Dr. Esmer 
collection and hope you will find plenty of items to enhance 
your collection.

Postal History of the Ottoman Empire
The Dr. Esmer Collection (Part II)

Dr. Erkan Esmer was born in Iskenderun, Turkey to Dr. Raif 
and Mehcure Esmer in October of 1941. He and his brother 
Ozkan spent their childhood in Iskenderun and then attended 
boarding school at Tarsus American Secondary School at a 
very early age until he was 18. He then attended Robert 
College in Istanbul (now Bogazici University) where he 
earned a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering in 1962. 
He then travelled a long and storied trip on a ship across the 
Atlantic to attend graduate school at Virginia Tech where he 
earned an Master of Science in civil engineering a couple of 
years later.

Dr. Esmer returned only briefly to Turkey in 1965 and married 
his wife Suna and enjoyed a happy marriage for almost 50 
years. He and Suna Esmer then immigrated back to the US 
together where they spent the rest of their life together. 
Dr. Esmer resumed his studies at Virginia Tech and earned 
his Doctor of Philosophy in 1969. He embarked on a brief 
academic career at the West Virginia Institute of Technology; 
however, he soon founded the engineering consulting firm 
Esmer & Associates and enjoyed a prosperous 43-year 
career as a consulting engineer and head of his company. 
Esmer & Associates’ award-wining designs on environment 
reclamation as well as coal production and cleaning plants 
significantly improved the adverse impact coal corporations 
had on the environment in the states of West Virginia, Virginia, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Illinois, and Tennessee whilst also boosting 
the coal production capacity of these states.

With Suna, Dr. Esmer reared three sons, Ersan, Ertan, and 
Tolga. Following their father’s example, they went on to 
earn advanced degrees and work as an inspector in the 
coal industry, a physician, and a professor. Dr. Esmer also was 
blessed with four grandchildren: Shan, Suna, Ethan, and Leyla.

Besides collecting Turkish and Ottoman stamps in a traditional 
way, it was Dr. Esmer’s goal to put together a collection with 
important postal history items based on a study of postal rates 
and routes and a study of the efficiency of the mail delivery 
systems in these areas. He was also extremely interested in 
the effects that historical events had on those postal systems. 
In addition he was eager to show the different ways postal 
systems operated in different areas of the vast Ottoman 
world.  All this he intensively documented in his exhibits 
which he showed all over the world with great success.

Dr. Erkan Esmer
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Los-Nr Mi.-Nr. Ausruf

924          6            FIR: 1913, cover to Istanbul franked with 1pi of 1910 issue and tied by FIR (A&P type 1, RR) 
datestamp alongside arrival cds‘s., certificate Turkish & Ottoman Philatelic Society  100 

925          6            KORCE: 1899, 20pa postal stationery card to Germany struck by GORICE (A&P type 1, RRR) 
handstamp. Very scarce, certificate TFF  600 

926          6            SHKODER: 1858, pre-stamp entire to Istanbul struck by superb AN CANIB-I POSTA-I ISKODRA 
265 (A&P type 1, R) negative seal. certificate TFF  160 

927          6            1871, entire by ship mail to Venice franked with bisected 2pi of 1871, Dulos stamp and tied 
by ISKODRA 81 (A&P type 3, R) handstamp. Carried by Austrian ship charged 15s marked by 
blue crayon and struck by ANTIVARI datestamp. On arrival postage due of 70c collected by 
Italian Post with 30c and 40c postage due stamps and cancelled accordingly. Certificate Turkish & 
Ottoman Philatelic Society  300 

928          6            1872, entire by ship mail from Venice franked with 60c Italian stamp and tied by 196 numeral and 
Venezia datestamp. At the border at Bar handed over to the Ottoman Post for internal delivery 
and PD (paid to destination) cachet crossed out. On arrival franked with bisected 10pa and 2pi 
of Dulos stamps tied by ISKODRA 81 (A&P type 3, R) handstamps. Certificate TFF  300 

Algeria
929          6            1597, folded envelope from Algeria to Pera / Constantinople, very scarce and early mail from 

Ottoman area, showing disinfection slit, very fine, certificate TFDF 1996  200 

Batoum
930                  (6)    1918 Cover front with six stamps philatelic cancelled “BATUM 1 – 12/5/334” few spots, fine, 

certificate TFDF 1996  100 
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Albania

2. Versteigerungstag: Dienstag, 26. September 2017
Vormittags ab 9.00 Uhr

Los-Nr. 924-1123
Osmanisches Reich - Die Sammlung Dr. Esmer (Teil II)

Los-Nr. 1124-1547

Europa mit abhängigen Gebieten: Türkei bis Vatikan,
Grossbritannien und British Commonwealth,

Selbstständige Überseeische Staaten,
Schiffspost, Luft - und Zeppelinpost, Olympia, Motiv, Zubehör
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ex 932 / € 100

930 / € 100

929 / € 200

928 / € 300

927 / € 300

926 / € 160

925 / € 600

924 / € 100
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Los-Nr Mi.-Nr. Ausruf

931          6            BIHAC: 1872, commercial entire from Trieste franked with 5h Franz Joseph stamp and tied by 
oval dispatch datestamp and handed over to Ottoman post for internal delivery where strip of 
20pa of 1869/71, Dulos stamps applied and cancelled previously unrecorded BIHEKE negative 
seals. Believed to be unique. Certificate Turkish & Ottoman Philatelic Society  1500 

932          6            BOSNA: Folded envelope from Bosnasaray to Deraliye tied by all Arabic “An Canib-i Posta-i 
Bosna 265” (Coles-Walker No.1, AP No.1), plus envelope from Edirne to Bosna, both envelopes 
toned and crease, fine              pair  100 

933          6            BROD: 1866, entire to Brod franked with 1pi of 1865 postage due stamp and tied by Bosna 
81 handstamp and on arrival extremely rare PURUT 1278 (not recorded by A&P) negative 
seal. Certificate TFF  800 

934          6            TRAVNIK: 1875, cover to Brod franked with two 20pa of 1870 Dulos postage due stamps and 
tied by TRAVNIK (A&P type 2, R) handstamps. Certificate TFF  160 

Bulgaria
935          6            RUSE: 1862, pre-stamp cover to Commander of the Ottoman Army in Istanbul struck by 

POSTAHANE-I RUSCUK 1278 (A&P type 2, RRR) negative seal.  350 

936 P2b         6            1864, (12 April). Entire letter with manuscript dispatch „Kazgan“ to Ruse franked on arrival by 1pi 
of Tughra postage due stamp and tied by RUSCUK (A&P type 3, R) dotted handstamp. Signed by 
Tevfik Kuyas, certificates TFF, Holcombe and Nakri  300 

937          6            SLIVEN: 1860 Folded envelope from Islimiye in Bulgaria to Constantinopoli tied by all Arabic 
“postage unpaid” in blue addressed to Deraliye, file folds, fine  100 

938          6            SOFYA: 1857, (9 September). Telegraph from Istanbul struck on arrival by ADM.ON TELEG.
QUE IMP.LE SOFIA (A&P type 2, RRR) bi-lingual negative seal. Received two days after the 
opening of the telegraph office. The earliest recorded document of this cancel.  600 

939          6            STARA ZAGORA: 1861, pre-stamp entire to Istanbul struck by AN CANIB-I POSTAHANE-I 
ZAGRA-I ATIK 272 (A&P type 1, RR) negative seal. Certificate TFF  150 
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Bosnia

Bihac ca. 1870
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941 / € 200939 / € 150

938 / € 600

937 / € 100

936 / € 300

935 / € 350

934 / € 160

933 / € 800
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940          6            TARGOVISHTE: 1864 (21 September). Entire to Pyce franked with 1pi of third printing Tughra 
stamp and tied by CUMA-I ATIK (A&P type 2, unrecorded on document) dotted handstamp. 
One of four recorded  3500 

Cyprus
941          6            PRE-PHILATELY: 1606, folded envelope from Cyprus to Venice, sender requested on envelope 

that it be routed through Constantinople by ms. “Par Voie de Constantinople”. Very scarce and 
early mail showing disinfection slit, very fine, certificate TFDF 1996  200 

Greece
942          6            ALMIROZ: 1897, official cover to Bursa via Istanbul struck by rare POSTA ve TELGRAFHANE-I 

ERMIYE 1295 (A&P type 1, R) negative seal. Apparently one of six recorded. Certificate TFF
  200 

943          6            CANEA: 1879, cover to Istanbul franked with pair of 20pa of 1875, Dulos stamps and tied by 
superb octagonal HANIA (A&P type 1) handstamp.  Certificate Turkish & Ottoman Philatelic 
Society   70 

944          6            DAPHNI: 1888, cover to Russia franked on reverse with 1pi of 1884, UPU Empire stamp and 
tied by DAFNI ISKELESI POSTA SUBESI 1302 (A&P type 2, RRR) negative seal and on arrival 
franked with Zemstvo 5k Bogorodsk stamp and tied by arrival cds. Ex. Fabergé & Ferrari
  800 
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View of Targovishte
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950 / € 80949 / € 80

948 / € 150

942 / € 200

947 / € 350

946 / € 300944 / € 800

943 / € 70
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945          6            1890, (20 July). Cover to Russia franked on reverse with pair of 20pa of 1890 UPU Empire 
stamps and tied by DAPHNI * ECHELLE (unrecorded by A&P) datestamp and on arrival 
franked with Zemstvo 5k Bogorodsk stamp and tied by arrival cds. One of the earliest usages 
of 1890 UPU Empire stamps if not the earliest.  Believed to be unique. 
Provenance: Fabergé and Ferrari  1500 

946          6            DOXATO: 1906, registered 1pi postal stationery cover uprated with pair of 20pa of 1905 stamps 
to Salonica tied by DOKSATO KARYESI POSTA SUBESI (A&P type 1, RRR,) negative seals. 
Cancellation misread in the book. See article by Kemal Giray at ONEPS „The Levant“ vol.8, 
no.6. Certificate Turkish & Ottoman Philatelic Society   300 

947          6            GENISEA: 1855, pre-stamp entire to Istanbul struck by AN CANIB-I POSTAHANE-I YENICE 
(A&P type 1, RRR) negative seal.One of three recorded. Certificate TFF  350 

948          6            KALAMBAKA: 1897, cover to Istanbul used during Greco-Turkish war franked with 1pi of 1892 
coat of arms stamp and cancelled by KALABAK manuscript. Believed to be the only known 
cover. Certificate Turkish & Ottoman Philatelic Society  150 

949          6            KASTORIA: 1903, commercial cover to Germany franked on reverse with pair of 20pa of 1908 
issue and tied by KESRIE (A&P type 3, RR) datestamp. Certificate TFF  80 

950          6            KOZANI: 1907, postal stationery card to Belgium struck by KOZANA (A&P type 3, RR) 
datestamp.  80 
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Agathon Fabergé

Philipp von Ferrari
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954 / € 150

953 / € 70

952 / € 400

951 / € 200

958 / € 70957 / € 100

956 / € 180

955 / € 100
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970 / € 150

967 / € 350 966 / € 120

965 / € 150

964 / € 150

963 / € 150

962 / € 300

961 / € 80

960 / € 400

959 / € 300
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968 / € 800

978 / € 200977 / € 100

976 / € 100

975 / € 100

ex 974 / € 100

973 / € 100

971 / € 100
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951          6            LARISSA: 1859, pre-stamp entire to Salonica struck by AN CANIB-I POSTA-I YENISEHIR FENAR 
257 (A&P type 1, RRR) negative seal. Very few recorded. Certificate TFF  200 

952          6            1879, cover to Bursa franked on reverse with 1pi of 1892 coat of arms stamp and tied by 
YENISEHIR TELGARF ve POSTAHANESI (A&P type 4, RRR) negative seal. Very few recorded. 
Illustrated in A&P. Certificate TFF  400 

953          6            MITHYMNA: 1912, picture postcard to Holland franked with 10pa of 1909 issue and tied by 
MOLYVO (A&P type 3) datestamp.  70 

954 103         6            MONT ATHOS: 1904, cover franked with 1901, 1 pia., tied by AYON OROS 6 11 904, to Odessa, 
refused by russian customs and returned  150 

955          6            SERRES: 1874, entire to Istanbul franked with 20pa and 1pi of 1870, Dulos postage due stamps tied 
by SIROZ 81 (A&P type 3) handstamps and on arrival franked with 1pi Sehir (City) overprinted 
Dulos type stamp applied for local delivery.  100 

956          6            1878, cover to Athens franked with 50pa of UPU Empire issue and tied by SERRES * TURQUIE 
(A&P type 5, RRR) datestamp. Rare. Illustrated in A&P Certificate TFF  180 

957          6            SERVIA: 1905, 1pi postal stationery envelope to Istanbul struck by SERFIDJE (A&P type 4, R) 
datestamp  100 

958          6            THESSALONIKI: 1909, picture postcard to Diego Suarez, Madagascar franked with pair of 10pa of 
1908 issue and tied by SALONIQUE 2 (A&P type 37) datestamp. Unique destination.  70 

959          6            1912, postal stationery card to Istanbul tied by very rare SALONIQUE - STAMBOUL 2 (A&P 
type 10, RRR) datestamp. Illustrated in A&P.  300 

960          6            VOGATSIKO: 1908 (ca.), cover to Istanbul franked with1pi of 1908 stamp and tied by BOGACKO 
(A&P type 1, RRR) handstamp. Very few recorded.  400 

Iraq
961 70b (2)         6            NEDJEF: Bilingual postmark „Nedjef “ (Coles-Walker Type C2, AP No.5, R) clear on reverse of 

envelope with pair 20 Pa. violet, addressed to Iran, tiny border crease, fine  80 

Kosovo
962          6            MITROVICA: 1876, cover to Mostar, Bosnia franked with 20pa and 1pi of 1875 Dulos stamps tied 

by MITROVICE (A&P type 1, RRR) handstamp. Certificate Turkish & Ottoman Philatelic Society
  300 

Lebanon
963          6            BEIRUT: 1480, entire letter to Constantinople  150 

964          6            1480, entire letter to Pera, very fine  150 

Macedonia
965          6            OHRID: 1875, entire to Monastir franked with two 20pa and 2pi postage due of Dulos stamps 

tied by OHRI (A&P type 2, R) handstamp. Certificate TFF  150 

966          6            SKOPJE: 1901, cover without franking to Salonica struck by USKUB POSTA SUBESI 1307 (A&P 
type 6, R) negative seal. On arrival double the printed matter rate of 20pa postage due stamp 
applied and cancelled. Certificate TFF  120 

Montenegro
967          6            PODGORICA: 1876, travelling escrow accounter receipt struck on top with PODGORICE (A&P 

type 1, RRR) oval handstamp. Illustrated in A&P  350 

Serbia
968          6            PIROT: 1871 (ca.), cover to Sarajevo franked with 1pi and 2pi postage due of 1869/71 Dulos 

stamps tied by SEHIRKOY (A&P type 1, RRR) handstamps. Illustrated in A&P. Certificate TFF
  800 
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Los-Nr Mi.-Nr. Ausruf

969          6            NOVI PAZAR: 1876, registered cover to Istanbul franked with 1pi of 1870 and 5pi of 1872, 
Dulos type postage due stamps tied by superb YENIPAZAR (A&P type 1, RRR) handstamps. 
Believed to be the only recorded registered cover.  1000 

Syria
970          6            HALEP: 1484, entire letter to Tripoli; small tear right, otherwise very fine  150 

Yemen
971                  (6)    SANA: All arabic postmark „Sanaa “ (Coles-Walker No.77) clear on receipt with 10 Pa. brown 

revenue stamp, fine  100 

Yugoslavia
972          6            1849/1911 collection of 16 covers, cards and stationeries of Ottoman post offices in former 

Yugoslavia including Uskub, Manastir, Istrumca, Nish, Koprulu, Pirlepe, Bosnia, Prilep and more
  600 

Province Istanbul
973          6            AMIRE: 1844 Folded envelope tied by “An Canib-i Postahane-i Amire Deraliye 1260”  (AP No.12, 

RR) addressed to Sarajevo Bosnia, negative boxed “Tahrirati Mühimme” (important mail), very 
fine and scarce, certificate TFDF 1996  100 

974          6            ANDRINOPLE & CONSTANTINOPLE:  1859-60 Two folded envelope each tied by “Stefano 
Badetti Constantinople” blue forwarding agent cachets, each by red boxed “Paquebot de la 
Mediterranee” to Marseille, usual file folds, fine pair  100 

975 22,  40         6            AKSARAY: All Arabic octagonal postmark „Aksaray“ (Coles-Walker No.2, AP No.1, R) on 
stampless envelope bearing pair 1 Pia blue black and ¼ Pre violet tied by “Constantinople Turquie” 
c.d.s., on reverse transit mark Ruscuk Bulgaria, addressed to Lofca, shortened at right and some 
border faults, few toned spots, fine and very scarce, certificate TOPS  100 

976          6            Bilingual blue postmark „Aksaray“ (AP No.4, RRR) on 20 Pa carmine postal stationery card 1886, 
shown in AP catalogue, to Paris with arrival mark, fine and very scarce, certificate TOPS
  100 
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View of Novi Pazar



169POSTAL HISTORY OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE - The Dr. Esmer Collection (Part II)

Los-Nr Mi.-Nr. Ausruf

977 P12Bb         6            BACHTCHE CAPUSSI: 1874, All Arabic boxed postmark „Bachtche Capussi“ (Coles-Walker 
No.17,18, AP No.1,2, RR) clear cancelled on local envelope bearing Shehir overprinted 1 Pia. brown 
for city delivery to Kadiköy, alongside tied by Bachtche Capussi oval d.s., part of flap on reverse missing, 
usual file fold and some crease and few spots, fine and scarce, certificate TFDF 1996  100 

978 7a (2)         6            BATTAL: Folded envelope bearing three 1 Pia. violet grey each tied by clear “BATTAL” in dots to 
Karahisar, usual file fold and tiny border toned, fine and scarce (D.Feldman 1986)    200 

979 115         6            CIBALI: All arabic negative postmark „Cibali“ (AP No.1, RR) very clear on postcard bearing 
10 Para olive-green 1905 issue used local to Scutari with violet arrival mark, tiny crease on top 
right and corner flaw at top left, fine and scarce, certificate TFDF 1996  100 

980          6            DERALIYE:  1856 Folded envelope tied by “An Canib-i Postahane-i Umumiye” (AP No.14, RRR) 
to Sofia Bulgaria, usual file fold, fine and very scarce, certificate TFDF  100 

981 71         6            EYÜP: „Eyoub-Eyüpsultan“ c.d.s. (Coles-Walker No.114, AP No.3, RR) on reverse of envelope 
bearing 1 Pia. greyish blue, Constantinople transit in blue mark alongside addressed to Kayseri, 
toned perfs and toned spots at border, fine and scarce  100 

982 71         6            FATIH: All arabic oval postmark „Fatih“ (Coles-Walker No.30, AP No.1, RR) on envelope bearing 
1 Pia. greyish blue, Constantinople transit mark alongside and Stara Zagora Bulgaria arrival mark 
on reverse, tiny shortened at right, fine and scarce  200 

983 160         6            FENER YOLU: All arabic violet postmark „Fener Yolu“ with stars (AP unrecorded) very clear on 
postcard bearing 10 Para green 1908 issue used local to Beshiktash with arrival mark, few tiny 
spots and corner crease at bottom left, one of three recorded, fine and very scarce  100 

984 28         6            HASKÖY: All arabic negative postmark „Hasköy“ (AP No.1, RRR*) arrival mark on postal 
stationery formular card bearing 20 Pa. green tied by “Constantinople 16/Fevr/1884” c.d.s., tiny 
corner crease, very scarce, showpiece, certificate TFDF 1996  200 

985 60 (12)         6            HEYBELIADA: „Halki“ in bars (Coles-Walker No.40, AP No.3, RR) very clear blue cancellation on 
registered cover bearing on reverse two strips of six 20 Para 1890 issue (few perfs toned spots) 
to England with arrival mark “Colchester NO/20/91”, flaw at top border, fine and very scarce rate 
of 6 Piaster for this late crescent issue, certificate TOPS  100 

986 17A, 
P11Aa 

        6            ISTANBUL: All arabic postmark „Dersaadet 2“ (AP No.17, RR) on ottoman railways imprint 
envelope bearing bisect 5 Pia. blue and 20 Pa. redbrown postage due perf 13 ¼, very clear 
cancelled. The cover was not carried by Austrian Levant P.O. so the turkish Constanta / Danube 
route was used with 128 hours and correct 3 Pia. rate for Turkish P.O. Addressed to Deggendorf 
and redirected to Vienna with transit and arrival marks, blue crayon “7” & “10” alongside, several 
file folds and some crease, fine and very scarce, certificate TOPS
Provenance: Corinphila 99.th Stamp Auction Torrey & Brodtbeck Collections   400 

987 31                     Postal stationery formular card bearing 20 Pa. violet green tied by “Constantinople Turquie” c.d.s. 
addressed to New York, red transit London and arrival mark on front, tiny toned, very scarce 
usage and destination, certificate TOPS  150 
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Ottoman officers in Istanbul
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988 55 (8)                     KADIKÖY: All arabic blue postmark „Kadiköy“(Coles-Walker No.49) tied on envelope 
bearing a block of eight 5 Pa. green yellow 1888 issue on reverse to Elberfeld / Germany with 
arrival mark, tiny shortened on top, very fine showpiece for this issue, certificate TFDF 1996  500 

989 30 (2), 40         6            MAKRIKÖY: All arabic negative postmark „Makirköy“ (Bakirköy) (AP No.2, RRR) clear on 
envelope bearing 1 Pia. black blueishgrey (oxidized) 1880 issue and vertical pair 10 Pa. black violet 
1876 issue (defect at right), transit mark “Constantinople Turquie 11/Mai/80”, to Eastern Roumelia 
with transit Roustschouk on reverse and Gavrovo on front, flaw on reverse and some border 
crease, tiny toned, fine and scarce destination, very attractive, certificate TOPS  300 

990          6            „Makrikeuy“ c.d.s. (AP No.3, RR, shown in catalogue) in blue on postal stationery card 20 Pa. 
carmine with transit mark “Constantinople-Galata 7/Juin/1890” c.d.s. to Athens Greece, very fine 
and scarce showpiece, certificate TFDF 1996  200 

991          6            ORTAKÖY: All arabic negative postmark „Telgraf ve Postahane-I Ortaköy 1298“ (AP No.2, RRR, 
shown in catalogue) on 20 Para postal stationery card, addressed to Deraliye with arrival mark 
on reverse, few toned spots, very scarce, certificate TFDF 1996  200 

992          6            PERA: 1481, entire letter to Damascus  150 

993          6            P.I.O.: Two registered envelopes from Constantinople to France and USA, bearing attractive 
Crescent issue frankings including 20 Para violet stationery cut out, one shortened at left and 
certificate TOPS, fine pair  200 

994          6            PRINKIPO: „Prinkipo“ Liannos type, octagonal type and boxed bilingual (Coles-Walker 
No.81,82,83, AP No.1,2,5) clear on two postal stationery cards 20 Para 1890-99 issues used to 
Germany with arrival marks, tiny crease, very fine pair, one certificate TFDF 1996  100 

995          6            „Prinkipo“ in bars (Coles-Walker No.109, AP No.3, RR) and unrecorded type with stars very 
clear on postal stationery card 20 Para 1894 issue used to Luxemburg with arrival mark, tiny 
crease on top right, very fine and scarce, certificate TFDF 1996  200 

996          6            All arabic negative postmark „Büyükada Posta Subesi“ (AP No.4, RRR, shown in catalogue) and 
No.7 with bars very clear on postal stationery envelope 1 Pia. 1901 issue to Bilecik with arrival 
mark, shortened at left and light crease on top right, fine and very scarce, certificate TOPS
  100 
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Kadiköy ca. 1885
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997          6            RUMELI KAVAGI: All arabic negative postmark „Rumeli Kavagi Telgraf Merkezi 1305“ in blue 
(AP No.1, RRR, shown in catalogue) on 20 Para postal stationery card, transit mark “Galata” 
c.d.s. addressed to Saloniki, tiny toned spots and little bleached, very scarce, showpiece, 
certificate TFDF 1996  500 

998 136         6            YAKACIK: All arabic negative postmark „Yakacik Posta Subesi 1325“ (Coles-Walker Type S4, AP 
No.1, RRR) very clear on envelope bearing 20 Para carmine 1908 issue used local with transit 
marks Kartal and Yeni Djami, border crease all around and massive toned at stamp , fine and very 
scarce  200 

999 28         6            YENIKÖY: Postal stationery formular card bearing Shehir overprinted 20 Pa. green tied by blue 
octagonal boxed “Yeniköy” (Coles-Walker No.189, AP No.2, RR) addressed to Pera, arrival mark 
Galata c.d.s. on front, tiny crease, fine and scarce, certificate TFDF 1996  150 

Provinces  Anatolia & Thrace
1000 52                     ADANA: All arabic negative postmark „Adana“ (Coles-Walker No.7) very clear on envelope 

bearing 2 Pia. blue orange 1886 issue to Deraliye with arrival mark, tiny shortened at left, repaired 
border flaw on reverse, fine and scarce, certificate TFDF 1996  300 

1001 13AC, 
16C, 
P11Bb, 
P12Bb 

        6            ALASEHIR: 1874, All Arabic postmark „Alasehir“ (Coles-Walker No.106, AP No.1, RRR) clear 
cancelled on registered envelope with 3 Pia. 30 Pa. rate to Deraliye, on reverse transit mark 
Galata and arrival mark Stamboul, Shehir overprinted 1 Pia. brown for city delivery tied by 
Bachtche Capussi oval d.s., part of flap with seals cut out, usual file fold and some crease and few 
spots, fine and scarce, certificate TFDF 1996  200 

1002 29         6            ALEXANDRETTE: All arabic boxed postmark „Iskenderun“ (Coles-Walker No.4, AP No.4, RR) 
on reverse of envelope bearing 1 Pia. yellow and same stamp bisect 1876 issue to Aleppo, some 
crease, large flaw on front, fine and scarce, ex Plantinga  200 

1003 22,  31 
(2) 

        6            Bilingual postmark „Alexandrette Turquie 12/2/1881“ (Coles-Walker No.5, AP No.5, unrecorded 
on cover) on envelope bearing pair 20 Pa. green violet and ¼ Pre violet, on reverse transit mark 
Alexandrie Egytp and arrival mark Hamburg 28/2/81, vertical and horizontal fold, fine and very 
scarce  100 

(Photo = 1 174)
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Rumeli Kavagi
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1004          6            All arabic negative postmark „Postahane-I Iskenderun 1285“ (Coles-Walker No.19, AP No.2, 
RRR) clear on postal stationery card 20 Para 1894 issue Constantinople with arrival mark Galata, 
tiny crease, fine and scarce, certificate TFDF 1996  200 

1005 102 (4)                     ANDRINOPLE: Bilingual „Andrinople 23/9/903“ c.d.s. clear on registered postal stationery 
envelope 1 Pia. blue used uprated with two pairs 20 Pa. rose and scarce rose black registration 
label alongside, transit marks on reverse “Budapest 15/9/903” and New York 26/9/1903”, on front 
additional “US Seattle Wash.” registration label in blue and red, arrival mark “Yokohama Japan 
19/Oct/03” on reverse, light border crease and tiny flaw at bottom right, fine and scarce, very 
attractive showpiece, certificates Sorani 1994 and TFDF 1996  200 

1006 42         6            ANAMUR: All arabic negative postmark „Anamur Posta Subesi“ (unrecorded) clear blue cancellation 
on envelope bearing 20 Pa. grey 1882 issue, on reverse transit marks Stamboul and arrival mark 
“Aksaray”, tiny spots and some border crease, fine, certificate TFDF 1996  100 

1007          6            ARAC: All arabic boxed postmark „Arac“ in blue (Coles-Walker No.162, AP No.1, RRR) clear on 
envelope bearing pair 20 Para 1892 issue (defect at border) to Kastamonu, flaw at left border and 
some border crease, horizontal fold, fine and very scarce  300 

1008 43 (2)         6            ATINA: All Arabic blue postmark „Atina“ (Coles-Walker No.170, AP No.3, RRR*) Province 
Trabzon (Pazar) clear cancelled on registered envelope with pair 2 Pia. brownish rose, arrival 
mark Dersaadet on reverse, tiny shortened and flaw on top and right, some crease, fine and 
scarce, only recorded on cover, showpiece, certificate TOPS    500 

1009 102         6            AYASULUG: All arabic boxed postmark „Ayasulug“ in blue (Coles-Walker No.181, AP No.1, 
RRR) clear on postcard bearing pair 20 Para 1901 issue, transit mark “Symrne 30/4/1902” to 
Berlin with arrival mark, tiny border toned, fine and scarce  100 

1010 69         6            AYDIN: All arabic negative postmark „Postahane-I Aydin 1278“ (Coles-Walker No.46, AP No.2, 
RRR) clear on envelope bearing 10 Pa. green 1892 issue on reverse tied by “STAMBOUL 73 
MAHMOUD PASHA” to Aydin with arrival mark, some border crease, fine and scarce usage, 
certificate TFDF 1996  100 

(Photo = 1 174)
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View of Atina
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1011 47A         6            AYINTAB: All arabic negative postmark „Telgraf ve Postahane-I Ayintab 1307“ (Coles-Walker 
No.53, AP No.3, RRR) clear on envelope bearing 1 Pia. blue 1884 issue (corner defect), on reverse 
transit marks “Alexandrette Turquie 10 NOV”, “Alexandrie Arrivee 16 Nov 89”, “New York Paid 
All D 89” and arrival mark “Detroit City Dec 4/1889”, little shortened at left, tiny border crease, 
fine and scarce, very attractive, certificate TFDF 1996  200 

1012 27 (3),  
28 (3) 

        6            BAYBURT: All Arabic boxed postmark „Bayburt“ (Coles-Walker No.12, AP No.2, RR) clear 
cancelled on envelope bearing on reverse three 10 Pa. violet (one defect) and three 20 Pa. green, 
addressed to Trabzon, tiny shortened on top and tiny toned, small flaw on top right corner, fine 
and scarce, certificate TFDF 1996  100 

1013 307, 380         6            BIGA: Envelope bearing 1 Pia. blue and 20 Pa. carmine tied by “BIGA” c.d.s. showing scarce all 
Arabic violet Canakkale censor mark “Chief of Staff 9th Brigade Dardanelles”, to Aksaray with 
arrival mark, few toned spots, signed Sorani  80 

1014          6            BRUSSA: 1848 folded envelope with blue postmark „Brusa´da kirasi verilmistir“(AP No.2, R), 
very clear. Addressed to Constantinople, usual file folds, two tiny toned spots, fine and scarce
   100 

1015          6            1862 folded envelope with blue postmark „Postahane-i Brusa 1278“(AP No.4, RRR), very clear, 
usual file fold, fine and very scarce  100 

1016 29         6            CESME: All Arabic octagonal boxed postmark „Cesme“ (Coles-Walker No.117, AP No.1, R) 
clear on envelope bearing 1 Pia. 1876 issue to Constantinople with arrival mark Dersaadet on 
reverse, tiny shortened on top and part of flap missing, some crease, ms. black pen, fine and scarce, 
certificate TFDF 1996  100 

1017          6            CIDE:  All arabic negative postmark „Cide Kazasi Posta Subesi“ (AP No.1, RRR, shown in 
catalogue) clear black sea cancellation on postal stationery letter card 1 Pia. greyish blue 1894 
issue, transit mark Dersaadet and arrival mark Hamm / Germany on reverse, fine and scarce, 
certificate TFDF 1996  100 

1018 P25,  USA 
135 

        6            DIYARBAKIR: Bilingual postmark „Diarbekir“ (Coles-Walker No.48,51, AP No.7,8, RR) clear on 
envelope from USA bearing 5c. ultramarine black Panamerican Exhibition Buffalo and postage 
due mark “T 2 CENTIMES 25 N.Y.”, transit mark “New York Nov/8 1901”, to Diarbekir with 1 Pia. 
black red postage due on reverse, shortened at left, tiny toned and some border crease, fine and 
very scarce mix, certificate TFDF 1996  100 

1019 56         6            DÜZCE: All arabic negative postmark „Telgraf ve Postahane-i Düzce“ (AP No.1, RR, shown in 
catalogue) in blue on reverse of envelope with 1888 2 Pia. blue violet, addressed to Deraliye with 
arrival mark in blue, scarce, flaw on front, tiny toned, certificate TFDF 1996  100 

1020 46         6            EDIRNE: All arabic blue postmark „Edirne 300“ (Coles-Walker No.5) on envelope bearing 
20 Pa. carmine 1884 issue, reduced rate to Haskovo / Bulgaria with blue railway mark of Eastern 
Roumelia “BUREAU AMBULANT DU TRAIN”, tiny shortened at right, fine and scarce, certificate 
TOPS, Sorani 1994  100 
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1021 29 (2)         6            All arabic blue postmark „Edirne Seyyar Postasi 2“ (AP No.502) on envelope bearing 1 Pia. yellow 
1876 issue plus 1 Pia. yellow (large flaw) tied by city delivery cancellation “Bachtche Capussi” to 
Yedikule, envelope shortened at left, few toned spots and crease at border, fine and very scarce
  200 

1022 46 (2)         6            All arabic postmark „Edirne Seyyar Postasi“ (AP No.503) on envelope bearing pair 20 Pa. carmine 
1884 issue, 1 Pia. rate to Dersaadet with arrival mark in blue, envelope folded with flaws on top 
and bottom, tiny shortened on top, fine and very scarce  150 

1023 17Bb, 
P11Bb (2) 

        6            EGIN: All Arabic boxed postmark „Egin“ (Coles-Walker No.8, AP No.2, RR) clear on envelope to 
Istanbul at arrival on reverse affixed 5 Pia. grey (toned spots) and pair postage due 20 Pa. brown 
1870 issue all tied by all arabic “DERSAADET 4” (AP No.22, RR), some crease at border, fine and 
scarce  200 

1024 89 (6)         6            ERGANI MADENI: All arabic postmark „Ergani Madeni“ (Coles-Walker No.41, AP No.1 & 2, 
RRR) clear on reverse of registered envelope bearing two strips of three 1 Pia. blue 1901 issue, 
cancellation with stars (CW unrecorded) alongside, addressed to Aleppo, large flaw on top, 
tiny border crease, fine and very scarce, showpiece, certificate TFDF 1996  500 

1025          6            EZINE: All Arabic octagonal boxed postmark „Ezine“ (Coles-Walker No.87, AP No.1, RRR, 
shown in catalogue) clear on postal stationery card 20 Para 1894 issue to Constantinople with 
arrival mark Dersaadet on reverse, tiny bleached and ink cleaned, small pin hole at bottom right, 
fine and very scarce         300 

(Photo = 1 178)
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View of Ergani Madeni

View of Ezine
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1026 70b,  72         6            GANGHIRI: All arabic postmark „Cankiri“ (Coles-Walker No.65, AP No.1, 3, RRR, shown in the 
catalogue) very clear with additional c.d.s. on envelope bearing 2 Pia. ochre and pair 20 Pa. violet 
1892 issue to Istanbul with arrival mark on reverse, shortened on top and left, flaw at bottom and 
vertical crease, fine and very scarce, certificate TOPS  200 

1027 52 (2)         6            GEDOS: All Arabic boxed postmark „Gedos” in blue (Coles-Walker No.16, AP No.2, unrecorded 
on cover) clear cancelled on reverse of envelope bearing pair 2 Pia. orange blue, massive 
shortened on top and right, small flaws on two sides, fine and very scarce  200 

1028 47A         6            GEMLIK: All arabic blue postmark „Gemlik 81“ (Coles-Walker No.21) very clear with additional 
mark alongside on envelope bearing 1 Pia. blue 1884 issue to Paris with arrival mark, flaw on top 
and reverse, some crease at border, fine and scarce, certificate TFDF 1996  100 

1029 13Aa, 16B         6            GÖYNÜK: All arabic boxed postmark „Göynük“ (Coles-Walker No.42, AP No.1, RRR, shown in 
catalogue) on envelope bearing 2 Pia. brick and 10 Pa. violet (one stamp cut out), addressed to 
Deraliye with arrival mark on reverse, shortened on top, very scarce  100 

1030 71         6            HACIN: All arabic negative postmark „Telgraf ve Postahane-i Hacin 310“ (AP No.1, RR) clear on 
envelope bearing 1 Pia. grayish blue 1892 issue addressed to Toronto Canada with arrival mark 
on reverse (JA/14/96), some border flaw and crease, corners defect, fine and a scarce destination
     100 

1031          6            HARPUT:   1853 Folded envelope tied by “An Canib-i Posta-i Harput 260”   (AP No.1, RR) 
addressed to Deraliye, tiny border crease, fine and scarce, certificate TFDF 1996  100 

1032          6            IZMIR: 1826, entire letter to Belgium with front side „Turquie.“ and on revers clear disinfection 
mark of Semlin „NETTO DIFUORA E SPORCO DIDENTRO“  100 

1033 69 (4)         6            All Arabic oval barred postmark „Izmir“ (AP No.35) clear cancelled on reverse of envelope with 
1892 block of four 10 Pa. green performing 1 Pia. rate, addressed to Antakia, very fine          
  80 

1034                      KARAHISAR:  1861 Folded envelope tied by “An Canib-i Postahane-i Karahisar-i Sahib 1270”  (AP 
No.1, RR) Afyon Karahisar to Bursa, border toned, fine and scarce, certificate TFDF  80 

1035 70b (2)         6            KEMERALTI: All arabic negative postmark „Izmir Kemeralti Posta Subesi“ (Coles-Walker No.91, 
AP No.1, RR) clear on envelope bearing pair 20 Pa. violet 1892 issue to Kusadasi, transit mark 
Smyrna-Departs on ront, on reverse showing arrival mark „SCALA NUOVA / KUSADASI“ 
(Coles-Walker No.190, AP No.2, RRR) in violet, tiny shortened at left and left stamp defect with 
large corner  flaw, fine and very scarce, certificate TFDF 1996  100 

1036 17A (2), 
16C 

        6            KILIS: All Arabic blue postmark „Kilis“ (AP No.1, RR) clear cancelled on registered envelope 
1871 with 1868 2 Pia. brick and two single 5 Pia. blue 13 ¼ perf., stamps are affixed and 
cancelled at arrival in Deraliye, on reverse transit mark Alep and arrival mark Stamboul, 1 Pia. 
brown for city delivery tied by Bachtche Capussi oval d.s., part of reverse missing, some crease 
and few spots, fine and scarce, certificate TOPS
Provenance: Corinphila 99th Stamp Auction Torrey & Brodtbeck Collections   200 
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A mosque in Kilis
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1037 14B, 15A         6            KIRKKILISE: All Arabic negative postmark „Kirkkilise Posta Subesi“ (AP No.2, RRR) clear cancelled 
on envelope with 1868 20 Pa. green rough perf. and 1 Pia. yellow 13 ¼ perf., stamps are cancelled 
also at arrival in Deraliye, very unusual, fine and scarce, certificate TFDF 1996  150 

1038 71         6            KOZAN: All arabic negative postmark „Telgraf ve Postahane-i Kozan 1292“ (AP No.1, RRR) on 
envelope with 1892 1 Pia. blue, tiny shortened on top, few toned spots, fine  150 

1039 47A                     KUSADASI: Bilingual postmark „SCALA NUOVA“ (Coles-Walker No.190, AP No.2, RRR, shown 
in catalogue) clear on envelope bearing 1 Pia. blue 1884 issue, transit mark “SMYRNE TURQUIE 
DEPART 19/DE/87” to Egypt with transit mark Alexandrie and arrival mark “Caire 26/DE/87” on 
reverse, tiny flaw on flap, some border crease, fine and very scarce, certificate TFDF 1996             400 

1040          6            KÜTAHYA:   1855 Folded envelope tied by “An Canib-i Posta-i Kütahia 258”   (AP No.1, RR) 
addressed to Deraliye, plus folded envelope tied by blue “Brusa´da Kirasi Verilmistir” (AP No.2, R), 
addressed to Deraliye (large vertical flaw), each some border crease and file folds, fine and scarce 
pair, each certificate TFDF  100 

1041 29, 43         6            KÜTAHYA: All Arabic postmark „Kütahya 81“ (Coles-Walker No.218, AP No.3, R) clear cancelled 
on registered envelope with 1 Pia. yellow and 2 Pia. brownish rose, arrival mark Dersaadet on 
reverse, tiny shortened and small flaw on top, fine and scarce, certificate TOPS    100 

1042          6            MALATYA: All Arabic boxed postmark „Malatya“ (Coles-Walker No.26, AP No.1, RR) clear 
cancelled on postal stationery envelope 60 Pa. brown, addressed to Zile, tiny shortened at three 
sides and opened out for display, small repaired flaw on top left corner, fine and scarce, certificate 
TFDF 1996     200 

1043 71                 (6)    MARDIN: All arabic negative postmark „Mardin Posta Subesi 286“ (AP No.2, RRR) clear on 
envelope front only (part of flap with trasit and arrival mark on reverse) bearing 1 Pia. grayish blue 
1892 issue (scratched on top) addressed to Ohio, shortened at bottom, still fine and very scarce
  100 

1044 333 (5)                     SAHRA POSTASI 23: All arabic fieldpost cancellation „Sahra Postasi 23 – 26/11/16“ (AP No.21) 
used at Dardanelles front clear on cover bearing single 10 Pa. green 1915 issue for war orphans 
and block of four on reverse, redirected from black sea port with transit mark “Trebizonde 2” on 
reverse to Constantinople, some border crease, fine and scarce, expertised Nakri  100 

1045 234         6            SAHRA POSTASI 27: All arabic negative fieldpost cancellation „Sahra Postasi 27“ (AP No.93) 
addressed to Constantinople with arrival mark Eyoub Sultan on reverse and a second envelope 
from 14th corps near Erzurum, each some border crease, fine pair  200 
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Kusadasi ca. 1880
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1046 15B         6            SAMSUN: All Arabic boxed postmark „Samsun“ (Coles-Walker No.12, AP No.4, RR, shown in 
catalogue) clear on envelope bearing 1 Pia. yellow 1870 issue to Constantinople with arrival mark 
Stamboul on reverse, tiny toned at border and crease, fine and very scarce, certificate TFDF 1996  200 

1047 162 (3)         6            SEFERIHISAR: All arabic negative postmark „Telgraf ve Postahane-i Seferihisar“ (AP unrecorded 
on cover) violet on registered envelope with return receipt bearing three 1 Pia. blue 1909 issue 
to Dersaadet with arrival mark on reverse, few spots at perfs, tiny shortened on top, some crease 
at border, fine and very scarce, certificate TFDF 1996  100 

1048 89, 90         6            SINOP: All arabic boxed postmark „Sinop“ (Coles-Walker No.102, 104) very clear with additional 
c.d.s. alongside on registered return receipt envelope bearing 1 Pia. blue and 2 Pia. orange 1901 
issue to Deraliye with arrival mark and red wax seals on reverse, few spots at perfs, tiny shortened 
on top, crease at border, fine and scarce, certificate TOPS   250 

1049 90         6            SMYRNE: Bilingual postmark „Smyrne“ (Coles-Walker No.33, AP No.41) clear on registered 
envelope with 2 Pia. orange, “Smyrne 20/11/901” c.d.s. and scarce rose black registration label 
alongside, Dersaadet arrival mark on reverse, shortened on top and large flaw at flap, fine and 
scarce, certificate TOPS  250 

1050 14B, 15A         6            SÖGÜT: All Arabic negative postmark „Sögüt Posta Subesi“ (AP No.2, RRR) clear cancelled on 
reverse of envelope with 1868 20 Pa. green rough perf. and 1 Pia. yellow 13 ¼ perf., stamps are 
affixed and cancelled at arrival in Deraliye, fine and scarce, usual file fold not affecting the stamps, 
certificate TFDF 1996  200 
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1051 61         6            TAVLASUN: All Arabic negative postmark „Tavulsun Posta Subesi 1300” (Coles-Walker No.146, 
AP No.1, RR) clear cancelled on reverse of envelope bearing 1 Pia. blue, tiny corner flaws, few 
toned spots, fine and scarce, certificate TFDF 1996  100 

1052 38         6            TIMURTAS: All arabic negative postmark „Timurtas Posta Subesi 1297“ (AP No.2, R) in blue clear 
on funeral circular mail bearing pair 10 Pa. black green 1880 issue to Paris, tiny vertical crease, fine 
and scarce rate to foreign county, certificate TFDF 1996  100 

1053 70b (2)         6            TIRE: All arabic negative postmark „Postahane-I TIRE 1285“ (Coles-Walker Type S2, AP No.1, 
RRR, shown in catalogue) clear on envelope bearing pair 20 Pa. violet 1892 issue on reverse 
to Dersaadet, transit mark Smyrna and arrival mark Galata Constantinople, some border flaw 
repaired, tiny crease, fine and very scarce, certificate TOPS  200 

1054          6            TOKAT:  1843 Folded envelope tied by “An Canib-i Posta-i Tokad 258”  (AP No.1, RRR, shown 
in catalogue) addressed to Deraliye, weight 11 dirhem, rate 21 Pia. 10 Para, some border crease, 
fine and very scarce, certificate TFDF  200 

1055 47A         6            ÜNYE: All arabic negative postmark „Telgraf ve Postahane-I Ünye 1289“ (Coles-Walker No.1, AP 
No.2, RRR) clear on envelope bearing 1 Pia. blue 1884 issue to “Makam-i Ali´ye” Constantinople, 
shortened on top and flaw at flap, some border crease and light toned at left, fine and very scarce, 
certificate TFDF 1996  100 

1056 17Aa (2),  
P13Bb (3) 

        6            VAN: All Arabic blue postmark „Van“ (Coles-Walker No.3, AP No.1, RR) clear cancelled on large 
part envelope with pair 5 Pia. blue 13 ¼ perf. and postage due 1868 2 Pia. brown rough perf, 
arrival mark Dersaadet, part of envelope at right and left missing, some crease and few spots, fine 
and scarce, certificate TOPS    200 

1057 89, 90         6            Bilingual postmark „Van“ (Coles-Walker No.4, 7) very clear with additional c.d.s. and boxed “A.R.” 
alongside on registered return receipt envelope bearing 1 Pia. blue and 2 Pia. orange 1901 issue 
to Dersaadet with arrival mark and red wax seal on reverse, few large ink spots cleaned, vertical 
fold at left and right shortened on top, crease at border, fine and scarce   200 

1058          6            YALOVA: All arabic negative postmark „Telgraf ve Postahane-I Yalova Dag Hamami 1316“ (AP 
No.1, RRR, shown in catalogue) on 20 Para postal stationery card, stars type c.d.s. alongside, 
addressed to Deraliye with arrival mark on reverse, very scarce showpiece in excellent quality, 
certificate TFDF 1996  500 

1059 48B (2)         6            YENISEHIR: All arabic negative postmark „Telgraf ve Postahane-I Yenisehir 1290“ (Coles-Walker 
No.13 & 14, AP No.1 & 2, RRR, shown in catalogue) clear on registered envelope bearing pair  
2 Pia. ochre brown 1884 issue on reverse to Deraliye, box type cancellation on front, tiny shortened 
on top, tiny crease, red wax seals, fine and very scarce, certificate TOPS  200 

1060 28, 29         6            All Arabic boxed postmark „Yenisehir“ (Coles-Walker No.14, AP No.1, R) clear on envelope 
bearing 1 Pia. yellow and 20 Pa. green 1870 issue to Constantinople with local stamp for city 
delivery 1 Pia. yellow and arrival mark Stamboul on reverse, tiny crease at border, fine, certificate 
TOPS  100 
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1061 71, 72         6            YOZGAD: All arabic negative postmark „Yozgad“ (AP No.3,6, RRR*, shown in catalogue) 
on registered envelope bearing 1 Pia. grey and 2 Pia. ochre 1892 issue and stars type c.d.s. 
alongside, addressed to Deraliye, tiny shortened on top and two corners cut, vertical crease, 
two ms. red crayon “R” in circle, very scarce showpiece, certificate TOPS  500 

Railway & Ambulant Post Offices
1062 86 (4)         6            ADANA: Railway ambulant all arabic postmark „Adana Posta Seyyar Memuru“ (AP No.503, RRR, 

shown in catalogue) on two postal stationery wrapper 10 Para green put together with four  
5 Para violet to build an envelope and used as 40 Para normal rate cover to Beyrouth, arrival 
mark on reverse, few toned spots, fine and curious usage, certificate TFDF 1996  100 

1063          6            BURSA: Ambulant all arabic postmark „Numero 23“ in blue on postal stationery card 20 Para 
violet to Paris with transit mark Constantinople, tiny thin at center, few pin holes and some crease, 
fine and very clear cancellation, certificate TFDF 1996  100 

1064 180 (3)         6            DENIZLI-IZMIR: Railway postmark „BUR. AMB. DENIZLI-SMYRNE“ (AP No.501, RR) on 
greeting card envelope bearing three 2 Para olive 1911 issue to Belize Honduras, 1 para overpaid, 
fine and only recorded destination to Honduras, certificate TFDF 1996  100 

1065          6            GEBZE “GEGBUZE ISTASYONU”: Railway station postmark „Guebzeh“ one-liner (AP No.1, 
RRR, shown in catalogue) on postal stationery card asking part 20 Para carmine to Plovdiv (Filibe) 
Bulgaria with arrival mark on reverse, tiny vertical crease, fine and very scarce, certificate TFDF 
1996           300 

1066                  (6)    Railway station bilingual postmark „Guebze“ (AP No.2, RR) on large part of postal stationery 
envelope 1 Pia. blue to Dersaadet with arrival mark on reverse, massive shortened at bottom, 
still fine and scarce  80 
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The grand mosque in Yozgad
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1067          6            HAYDARPASA: Railway station postmark „C.F.O.A. Haidar-Pacha 7/Nov/1891“ (AP No.7, RRR) 
in violet on postal stationery card 20 Para 1890 issue from Constantinople to Freiburg / Baden 
with arrival mark, tiny corner crease, fine and scarce, certificate Europhila 2008  200 

1068 20 (2)         6            IZMIR: Railway postmark number „1“ (AP No.501, RRR) on envelope bearing two 20 Para green 
1875 issue to Kasaba, minor border faults, fine and very scarce, certificate TFDF  400 

1069 70b (2)         6            Railway postmark number „2“ in oval (AP unrecorded) on envelope bearing two 20 Para violet 
1892 issue to Kusadasi, shortened at right, tiny border faults, fine and only recorded on cover, 
certificate TFDF 1996  300 

1070 21         6            Railway postmark number „6“ (AP No.517, RRR) in blue on envelope bearing 1 Pia. yellow 1875 
issue to Izmir, tiny border flaw on top, file fold, fine and very scarce, certificate TOPS “one of three 
recorded”  400 

1071          6            Railway postmark number „13“ in oval (AP No.528, RRR) on 20 Para postal stationery card 1908 
issue with transit mark Magnesia to Akhisar, tiny border toned, fine and extremely scarce  200 

1072 102 (2)         6            Ambulant postmark „OSMAN NUMARA 8“ on envelope bearing two 20 Para rose 1901 issue 
to Paris, shortened on top, tiny border faults, certificate TFDF 1996 “cover from a train near 
Osmanpasa” fine and scarce  100 
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1073 137         6            KONYA: Ambulant all Arabic negative postmark „32 Seyyar Posta Memuru“ in violet on envelope 
from Konya bearing 1 Pia. blue 1908 issue to Galata Constantinople with arrival mark on reverse, 
flaw on top and at flap, fine  80 

1074          6            PENDIK: Railway station postmark „Pendik“ one-liner (AP No.2, RRR, shown in catalogue) on 
postal stationery formular card bearing local “Shehir” issue 20 Para green to Karaköy, local transit 
marks on reverse, tiny corner flaw at bottom left, light toned, fine and very scarce, certificate 
TFDF 1996  300 

1075          6            RAILWAY: 6 Ottoman railways related covers and cards mostly from Balkan countries
  300 

Ship Mail - Admirality

1076          6            ADALIA: 1879   folded envelope tied by blue three-liner “THE ASIA MINOR / SCREW 
STEAMSHIP Co. / ADALIA AGENCY” a clear cancellation. Addressed to Chios, horizontal file 
folds, fine and scarce. Certificate TFDF 1996 „one of four recorded“  800 

1077          6            AIVALI: 1883 folded envelope from Aivali to Chios bearing 20 Pa. black and rose tied by 
violet boxed “Izmir Kordon Vapur Subesi 1293”, alongside blue “C.O. JOLY VICTORIA Co. 
AIVALI”with ship in center, tiny border crease, splitting at folds, fine and very scarce maritime 
usage. Certificate TOPS  500 
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Screw Steam Ship
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1078          6            AIVALI: 1886  envelope tied by blue oval “BELL´S ASIA MINOR SS. AGENCY/AIVALI ” very 
clear on 20 Para carmine/rose. Aivali commercial mark in blue and addressed to Chios, 
shortened on top and tiny ink spots, fine and very scarce showpiece. Certificate Europhila 
2008          1500 

1079          6            AMIROTE: 1858 folded envelope from Constantinopoli to Bursa bearing 3 Piaster rose carmine 
excellent impression and color, good to wide margins, with boxed “P.P./Anchor” alongside, very 
clear. Usual vertical file fold not affecting stamp or cancellation. An important showpiece from 
well known correspondance Kirmissian, fine and very scarce. Certificate TOPS
Provenance: Corinphila 99.th Stamp Auction Torrey & Brodtbeck Collections   5000 

1079

1078



193POSTAL HISTORY OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE - The Dr. Esmer Collection (Part II)

Los-Nr Mi.-Nr. Ausruf

1080          6            BRUSSA: 1860 folded envelope with blue postmark „AGENZIA DEI PIROSCAFI OTTOMANI 
DELLA ZECCA BRUSSA“ very clear. Addressed to Chios, usual file fold not affecting the cancellation, 
tiny toned spots, fine and scarce, one of three recorded, Certificate TFDF 1996  400 

1081          6            1862, maritime entire from France to Bursa struck on arrival by P.P. Ottoman Admiralty Steamship 
Co. cachet.  200 

1082          6            CONSTANTINOPOLE: 1847 envelope tied by all arabic bilingual negative „PP“ in oval, a clear 
cancellation. Addressed to island Bozca Ada, file fold and flaw repaired, fine and scarce. Certificate 
TFDF 1996  200 

1083          6            1847 folded envelope tied by „C.O. CONSTANTINOPLE P.P.“ in oval, a clear cancellation. 
Addressed to Bursa from well known corrospondance Kermizian, file fold and tiny toned spots, 
fine and scarce. Illustrated in Pulhan 1973. Certificate TFDF 1996  200 

1084          6            1849 envelope tied by blue „PP“ in circle with red italian three-liner “VIA DI MARE (E)” alongside, 
a clear cancellation. Addressed to Genova with arrival mark on reverse, horizontal file fold and 
top corners tiny toned, fine and scarce. Certificate TFDF 1996  150 

1085          6            1854 folded envelope tied by „C.O. CONSTANTINOPLE P.P.“ in oval, a clear cancellation. Addressed 
to Bursa, file fold and tiny border toned, pen ms., fine and scarce. Certificate TFDF 1996  200 

1086          6            1859 folded envelope from Constantinopoli to Bursa bearing label “Porto-Piastre” with ms.  
4 Piaster, black “POSTA DEI PIROSCAFI OTTOMANI COSTANTINOPOLI P.P.” clear 
alongside. Usual file folds, border toned, fine and very scarce. Certificate TOPS  500 

1087          6            1859 folded envelope from Constantinopoli to Bursa bearing label “Porto-Piastre” with ms. 
2 ½ Piaster tied by boxed “P.P./Anchor” very clear. Usual file fold through label, tiny flaw at border, 
fine and very scarce, one of six recorded. Certificate TFDF 1996  400 

1088          6            1860 folded envelope from Constantinopoli to Chios bearing label “Porto-Piastre” with ms. 
1 ½ Piaster tied by boxed “P.P./Anchor” very clear. Greek maritime agency´s cachet in blue on 
top left. Usual file folds not affecting label or cancellation, some toned spots, fine and very scarce. 
Certificate TOPS  400 
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1089          6            1861 folded envelope from Constantinopoli to Mudania showing rare blue Ottoman Maritime 
Company cachet „COSPOLI POSTA DEL IMPERO OTTOMANO DELLA ZECCA *P.P.*“ very 
clear, alongside “Franco” one-liner in blue. Usual file fold and tiny spot at left, fine and very scarce  800 

1090          6            GEMLIK: 1861 folded envelope with blue postmark „AGENZIA DEL PIROSCAFI OTTOMANI 
DELLA ZECCA GHEMLEK“ very clear. Addressed to Cospoli, many tiny crease and message 
part tiny shortened, fine and very scarce  500 

1091          6            1862 folded envelope with all arabic negative „Gemlik´te navli eda olunmustur“ (AP No.1, RRR) 
addressed to Cospoli, usual file fold, fine and very scarce, certificate Europhila 2008  200 

1092 P12Bb         6            GIRESUN: Folded envelope from Kerassunde to Constantinopoli shipped unstamped with 
cancellation “Giresun 81” (Coles-Walker No.116, AP No.1, RRR) at arrival postage due 1 Pia. 
brown affixed and tied by clear negative bilingual “P.P.”, flaw repaired, hinge remain and usual file 
fold, fine and very scarce, certificate TOPS  300 

1093 116         6            HORA: Envelope from Hora to Constantinopoli shipped unstamped with cancellation “Hora” 
(AP No.1, RR) and ms. “T” in violet ink alongside, at ship “Mithat Pasa” 20 Pa. rose affixed and 
tied by clear boxed bilingual “PAQUEBOT”, shortened at left and toned gum spots, arrival mark 
Dersaadet on reverse, fine and scarce, certificate TOPS  100 

1094          6            SMIRNA: 1853 folded envelope with oval postmark „AGENZIA DEI VAPORI DEL ARSENALE 
IN SMIRNE PP“ very clear. Addressed to Cospoli, usual file fold, fine and very scarce, Certificate 
TFDF 1996              500 

1095          6            1868 folded envelope from Smirna to Milliadhi Brothers in Chios, attributed to the Egypt 
Shipping Co. / Azizie Line of steamers, struck with private bilingual cachet “FRANCO” in 
greenish ink. Vertical file folds away from the handstamp, few tiny spots, extremely scarce.
For further examples of this handstamp see the late Cengiz Arsman Collection and 2015 
Corinphila 202.stamp auction, all same correspondance. One of three recorded. Cert.TOPS   800 
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Smyrna Harbour
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1096          6            1887 envelope with 20 Para carmine 1884 issue tied by bilingual „COMPAGNIE HAMIDIE 
SMYRNE“, private steamship company, a clear cancellation. Addressed to Chios, fold at right 
and left, shortened on top, fine and very scarce. Certificate TOPS 
Provenance: Corinphila 99.th Stamp Auction Torrey & Brodtbeck Collections   600 

1097 15A         6            VAPUR: Folded envelope bearing 1 Pia. yellow tied by clear boxed all arabic “Vapur” (AP No.2, 
RR) to Rodosto, usual file folds, fine and scarce, certificate TFDF 1996 and expertise Tevfik Kuyas
            100 

1098 P12Bb         6            Folded envelope bearing postage due 1 Pia. brown tied by clear boxed all arabic “Vapur” (AP 
No.3, RR) to Constantinopoli, rough opened and flaw repaired, usual file fold, fine and scarce, 
certificate TOPS  200 

Shipmail - Foreign Private Maritime Companies

1099          6            AUSTRIAN DDSG: ALEPPO: Folded envelope from Iskenderun (Alexandrette) to Aleppo tied 
by all Arabic “L+A An Canib-i Posta Haleb Nemce 1855” (AP No.2, RRR), usual file folds, very 
fresh and fine, only few covers are recorded, certificate TFDF 1996  1000 

1100          6            1853, cover from Romania to Istanbul struck by very scarce oval DEL LLOYD AUSTRIACO * 
AGENZIA IBRAILA cachet. Certificate Europhila  350 

1101          6            1862, entire from Ibraila to Trieste. Cover carried by DDSG to Pesth, Hungary then handed over 
to Austrian Post to Trieste with IBRAILA 20.GIU and FRANCE cachets. Scarce Certificate Turkish 
& Ottoman Philatelic Society  300 
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The boat landing of the Hamidie 
Company in Smyrne

View of Alexandrette
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1103          6            GREEK SHIP MAIL: 1863, folded entire to Athens struck by oval Greek HELLENIC STEAM 
NAVIGATION COMPANY * VOLOS handstamp.  300 

1104          6            ITALIAN SHIP MAIL: 1902, postcard to France franked with 20pa of 1901 external issue stamp 
and tied by SERBIA * PIROSCAFO POSTALE ITALIANO datestamp. Scarce  300 

1105          6            1908, postcard to Crete franked with 10pa and tied by very rare PIROSCAFO POSTALE 
SIRACUSA date stamp and La Canea Italian Levant arrival cds.  150 

1106 7x,  TR 
14B, 15A 

        6            RUSSIAN SHIP MAIL: ALEPPO / ALEXANDRETTA / BEYROUTH: 1870 folded envelope from 
Aleppo via Aleksandretta to Beyrouth, bearing Turkey 1 Piaster yellow and 20 Pa. green tied by 
boxed “HALEP 81”. Russia Levant pair 3 Kop. green cancelled by “782” in rhomboid of dots in 
black and showing on reverse transit mark “Ropit Aleksandretti 22/OCT” d.s. in blue, usual file 
folds and tiny crease, fine and a scarce mix usage, certificate TOPS  500 

1107 7x,  TR 
14B, 15B 

        6            ALEPPO / ALEXANDRETTA / SMYRNA: 1872 folded envelope (shortened at bottom and 
cuts) from Aleppo via Aleksandretta to Smyrna, bearing Turkey 1 Piaster yellow and 20 Pa. 
green, each with rough perf and tied by boxed “HALEP 81”. Russia Levant two single 3 Kop. 
green poor cancelled by numeral in rhomboid of dots in blue and showing on reverse “Port 
Aleksandretta” and “Smirnskoe Agntsvo” d.s. in blue, the cover has been roughly opened, some 
cuts and border faults, fine and a scarce usage, certificate TOPS  500 
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1108 7x         6            ALEPPO / ALEXANDRETTA / TARSUS: 1871 envelope (opened out for display) from Aleppo 
via Aleksandretta to Tarsus, bearing Turkey 2 Piaster brick (replaced, certificate shows envelope 
with missing stamp) and 20 Pa. green bisect tied by boxed “HALEP 81”. Russia Levant two single 
3 Kop. green cancelled by “782” in rhomboid of dots in blue and showing on reverse matching 
ornamental framed “Aleksandretskoe / Agentsvo” d.s. in blue, the cover has been roughly opened 
at the back and the resultant tears protected by backing paper, still fine and a marvellous usage of 
this very scarce agency datestamp. (Tchilingirian fig.197 & 201) certificate TOPS  300 

1109 4 I         6            ALEXANDRETTA / BEYROUTH: 1865 folded envelope from Aleksandretta to Beyrouth, 
bearing 2 Piaster blue / rose on white background and large even margins, tied at arrival by 
blue numeral „783“ in dots, blue Aleksandretta c.d.s. on reverse, vertical file fold not affecting 
the stamp, extremely fine and very scarce. (Tchilingirian fig.198 & 216) Certificate Mikulski 
AIEP 1998
Provenance: Alfred H. Caspary, Corinphila 105th Stamp Auction

Agathon Fabergé Collection  500 

Agathon Fabergé Alfred H. Caspary
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1110 6x (2),  
TR 27(2),  
29 

        6            ALEXANDRETTA / ALEPPO: 1879 folded envelope from Aleksandretta to Aleppo, bearing 
Russia Levant pair 1 Kop. brown instead of 6 kop. Rate cancelled by black ms. line and violet 
“Aleksandreti 29/SEP” d.s., Turkey 1 Piaster yellow and pair 10 Pa. violet tied by all Arabic 
negative “POSTAHANE-I HALEP”, usual file folds and tiny crease, fine and a scarce mix usage, 
certificate TFDF 1996  800 

Tughra - The First Issue of Turkey
1111 P1b,  P2b         6            1864 folded envelope from Chorlou to Deraliye bearing 20 Para redbrown and 1 Pia. redbrown 

each tied by mute cancel of lines and dots, correct rate of 60 Para for short distance of 20 hours, 
two horizontal file folds not affecting the stamps, 20 Para was gummed on front and was pasted 
on cover face down, a scarce variety, fine, certificate TFDF 1996  200 

1112 2 III         6            1864 folded envelope from Edirne to Deraliye bearing 1 Pia. grey on thick paper tied by clear blue 
“EDIRNE” in dots (Coles-Walker No.3), full margins on three sides touched at left. For a cover 
weight of 3 dirhem a correct rate of 1 Pia. for a distance of 44 hours, at arrival tied by additional 
mute cancel of lines and dots, fine and attractive, certificate TFDF 1996  200 

1113 2 III         6            1864 folded envelope from Silivri to Deraliye bearing 1 Pia. grey on thick paper tied by clear 
“BATTAL” in dots (Brandt Type II/6), full margins on three sides touched on top. For a cover 
weight of 3 dirhem a correct rate of 1 Pia. for a distance of 12 hours, fine, signed Holcombe, 
certificate TFDF 1996  100 

1114 2 III         6            1864 folded envelope from Silivri to Deraliye bearing 1 Pia. grey on thick paper tied by clear 
“BATTAL” in dots (Brandt Type II/6), full margins on all sides. For a cover weight of 3 dirhem a 
correct rate of 1 Pia. for a distance of 12 hours, fine, certificate TFDF 1996  100 

1115 4 II (2)         6            1863 folded envelope from Deraliye to Nigde bearing pair 5 Pia. rose red from left margin tied 
by mute cancel of lines and dots. For a cover weight of 5 dirhem a correct rate of 10 Pia. for a 
distance of 184 hours, fine and attractive, certificate TOPS  300 
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Alexandrette ca. 1875
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1116 P1b,  P4b 
(2) 

        6            1863 folded envelope from Antakya to Deraliye bearing 20 Para redbrown and pair 5 Pia. 
redbrown each tied by mute cancel of lines and dots. For a cover weight of 4 dirhem a correct 
rate of 10 Pia. and 20 Para for a distance of 245 hours, a large flaw from top left to center is 
repaired and not affecting the stamps, 20 Para touched at left otherwise all with well margins, fine 
and attractive, certificate TOPS  300 

Turkey in Asia
1117 691         6            1920, 3 Pia. on 2 Pa. violet on reverse of cover tied by “Samsoun” c.d.s. to Istanbul with Samsun 

censormark on front, two arrival marks, fine and scarce  100 

1118 720, u.a.         6            1921, registered cover from Ankara showing attractive franking of 11 stamps performing 10 Pia. rate 
plus 11 Para overfranked, registration label no.386, censormark Ankara No.2 and on reverse arrival 
mark Fatih, fine and scarce (Mi. Nr. 720, 728, 731, 731 I, 733, 738, 740, 743, 744, 750)  300 

Liannos Localpost
1119 IIa                     “POSTE LOCALE CONSTANTINOPLE 8/AOUT/66“ c.d.s. on folded envelope bearing 20 Pa. 

green black (two corner missing), Liannos “GALATA 9/8/66“ transit mark on reverse to austrian 
P.O. with “CONSTANTINOPLE 21/8” c.d.s. & ms. “25” alongside to Vienna with red arrival mark 
on reverse, few toned spots, vertical file fold, fine and scarce, certificate TOPS  200 

1120 II         6            “BUYUKDERE 15 SP 66” bilingual c.d.s. on folded envelope to Genova, bearing 20 Pa. green/black 
in horizontal pair used by dotted grid with adjacent „POSTE LOCALE CONSTANTINOPLE 
16 SEPT. 66“ , handed to Austian PO with „CONSTANTINOPEL 29/9“ and transported by 
Italian steamer, with boxed „PIROSCAFI POSTALI ITALIANI“; weak italian arrival mark; a 
horizontal cover crease affecting the pair; a very scarce combination cover, certificate Nakri 
(2017)  2000 

1121 IIIa         6            “ARNAUTKIOYI 28/FE/67” bilingual c.d.s. on folded envelope bearing 40 Pa. rose black, Liannos 
“GALATA 1/MR/67 M“ transit mark and Pera arrival mark on reverse, tiny border toned, vertical 
file fold, fine and scarce, signed Robson Lowe and certificate Holcombe  200 

1122          6            “BOJACI KIOYI 28/AVL/66” bilingual c.d.s. on newspaper “Ruzname-i Ceride-i Havadis” (two 
timed fold), Liannos “GALATA 28/AP/66 S“ transit mark, red “Journeux en Franchise” alongside, 
tiny border toned, fine and very scarce, certificate TFDF 1996  200 

1123          6            OCCUPATION OF ASIA MINOR: 1922, two covers from Smyrne and Adrianople to Athens.
  70 
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View of Buzukdere



202

1123 / € 701122 / € 200

1121 / € 200

1119 / € 200

1118 / € 300

1117 / € 100

1116 / € 300

1115 / € 300

1114 / € 100


